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AMENDMEN TS TO TRF CI A TM<Z 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

l-14(canefiled). 



15. (currently amended) A system for controlling a drying cycle in a drying apparatus 
comprising: 

a first means for sensing the concentration of a lipophilic fluid vapor present in the 
drying apparatus; 

at least one second means for sensing a condition in the drying apparatus; and 
a signal processor operatively connected to said first and second means; 
wherein said signal process is configured to compaie[[s]] a fkst signal from said first 
"^^"^ ^i^ains^ ^ first rhrpshold vahie and a second si^nl frt.^ said second means 
against a second threshold value. 

16. (currently amended) A system according to Claim J5 wherein said first means is 
co nfigured ^o cooperate [[s] J with said signal processor to terminate said drying cycle. 

17. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 15 wherein said firet means is 
confi^^ured to cooperate[[s}J with said signal processor ro terminate said drying cycle 
when the lipophilic fluid vapor concentration Is safe for human exposure. 

IS. (canceled) 

19. (currendy amended) A system according to Qaim 15 wherein said first means ifi 
^'^^^ to cooperateffs]] with said signal processor to terminate said drying cycle 
when the lipophilic fluid vapor concentration ef in said apparatus is less than about 40 
ppm. 

20-2U (canceled) 

22. (currently amended) A system according to Qaim 15 wherein said fir^t means js 
configured^ cooperateff$]]wi A said signal processor to terminate said drying cycle 
when the lipophilic fluid vapor concentration in said apparatus is less than about 10 ppm. 
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23. (previously presented) A system according to Qaini 15 wherein said second means i, a 
sensor selected from the group consisting of a humidity sensor, a timer, a mass sensor, a 
temperature sensor, a fluid flow sensor, a torque sensor, and combinations thereof. 

24. (previously presented) A system according to Claim 15 wherein said fim means is of the 
type selected from the group consisting of reactive sensors, physical property sensors, 
sorption sensors, and combinations thereof. 

25. (previously presented) A system according to Claim 15 wherein said first means is of the 
type selected from the group consisting of electrochemical sensors, solid state 
semiconductor sensors, combustible gas sensor^;, flame ionization detector^;, 
chemiluminescence sensors, nondispersive infrared sensors, spectroscopic sensors, 
photoacousric sensors, fiber-optic sensors, microbalance sensors, conductive polymer 
sensors, elastomer chcmiresistor sensors, reactive-gate semiconductor sensors, and 
combinations thereof 



means is 



26. (previously presented) A system according to Ciaim 15 wherein said first 
capable of sensing a lipophilic fluid v.por selected from the group consisting of a linear 
Siloxane vapor, a cyclic siloxane vapor, or mixtures thereof. 

27. (previously presented) A system according to Claim 15 wherein said first means is 
capable of sensing a lipophilic fluid vapor selected from the group consisUng of 
octamethylcyclotetrasiloxane vapor, decamethylcyclopentasiloxane vapor, 
dodecame±yleyclohexasiloxane vapor, and mixtures thereof. 



28. (previously presented) A system according to Qaim 15 wherein said first 

capable of sensing a lipophilic fluid vapor comprising decamethylcyclopentasiloxane 



means is 



vapor. 



means is 



29. (previously presented) A system according to Claim 15 wherein said first 

capable of sensing a lipophilic fluid vapor comprising decamethylcyclopentasiloxane 
vapor and is substantially free of octamethylcyclotetrasiloxane vapor. 



PAGE 418 ' RCVD AT mm 2:1 1 :44 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1IO ' DNIS:872d306 ' CSID:SI36270260 ' DURATION (mm-ss):02-1 0 



JflN-21-2004 14:31 



PIG PflTEMT 



5136270260 P . 05/0S 



30. (currently amended) A system for controUing a drying cycJe in a dual mode apparatus 
capable of washing and drying fabrics within the same <Jrum. the system comprising: 
a gas sensor for detecting a lipophilic fluid vapor; 

at least one condition sensor for sensing a condition in the drying apparatus; and 
a signal processor operatively connected to said gas sensor and said condition sensor; 
wherein said signal processor i^pfiguredro compareLfs]] a m signal from said gas 
sensor against a first threshold vnlnf of and a second .i^n.i fr^r^ ...w condition sensor 
against a second threshold value. 

31-32. (canceled) 

33. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 30 wherein said gas sensor is 
configured to cooperate ([s J] with said signal processor to terminate said drying cycle 
when the lipophilic fluid vapor concentration in said apparatus is less than about 40 ppm. 

34. (previously presented) A system according to Claim 30 wherein said gas sensor is 
selected from the group consisUng of reactive sensors, physical property sensors, sorption 
sensors, and combinations thereof. 

35. (previously presented) A system according to Claim 30 wherein said gas sensor is capable 
of sensing a lipophilic fluid vapor selected from the group consisting of a linear siloxane 
vapor, a cyclic siloxane vapor, or mixtures theieof 

36. (previously presented) A system according to Claim 30 wherein said condition sensor is 
selected from the group consisting of a humidity sensor, a timer, a mass sensor, a 
temperature sensor, a fluid flow sensor, a torque sensor, and combinations thereof. 

37. (previously presented) A system according to Claim 30 wherein said gas sensor is of the 
type selected from the group consisting of electrochemical sensoi^, solid state 
semiconductor sensors, combustible gas sensors, flame ionization detectors, 
chemiluminescence sensors, nondispersive infrared sensors, spectroscopic sensors, 
photoacouijtic sensors, fiber-optic sensors, microbalance sensoi^, conducdve polyiiier 
sensors, elastomer chemiresistor sensors, reactive-gate semiconductor sensors, and 
combinations thereof. 
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38. (previously presented) A system according to Claim 30 wherein said gas sensor is cqpabie 
of sensing a lipophilic fluid vapor selected from the group consisting of 
octamethylcyclotetrasiloxanc vapor. decameihylcyclopentasilo^ane vapor, 
dodecamethylcyclohexasiloxane vapor, and mixtures 
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